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1. Medicine in Britain, c1250-present
(Paper 1: Thematic Study & Historic Environment)
Section A: Historic Environment (The British Sector of the Western Front, 1914-18)
· The Context of the Western Front: Key battles (Ypres, Somme, Arras, Cambrai); the trench system and terrain.
· Illness and Wounds: Trench foot, trench fever, shell shock, gas attacks, shrapnel, and wound infections.
· Medical Care and Treatment:
· The chain of evacuation: RAP, ADS/MDS, CCS, Base Hospitals.
· Medical personnel: RAMC, FANY, nurses.
· Advances in treatment: Thomas Splint, mobile X-rays, blood transfusions and storage, plastic surgery.
Section B: Thematic Study Across Time
1. Medieval England (c1250-c1500)
· Ideas about Cause: Galen & Hippocrates (Four Humours, Opposites), Miasma Theory, religious and supernatural causes, astrologic influence.
· Prevention & Treatment: Religious methods (praying, fasting, pilgrimages), bloodletting and purging, herbal remedies, regimen sanitatis.
· Care: Role of the Church, medieval hospitals, care at home, physicians vs. apothecaries and barber-surgeons.
· Case Study: The Black Death (1348-49) beliefs about causes, attempts at prevention, and treatments.
2. Renaissance England (c1500-c1700)
· Ideas about Cause: Decline of Four Humours, continued belief in Miasma, early scientific observation (Royal Society).
· Prevention & Treatment: Continuity in herbal remedies and cleanliness; new chemical cures (iatrochemistry); improved hygiene.
· Care & Individuals:
· Thomas Sydenham: Observation and diagnosis.
· Andreas Vesalius: Anatomy and human dissection.
· William Harvey: Discovery of blood circulation.
· Decline of Church influence on hospitals; community care.
· Case Study: The Great Plague (1665) comparisons with the Black Death, local government responses, treatments.
3. Industrial Britain (c1700-c1900)
· Ideas about Cause: Germ Theory (Louis Pasteur), Robert Koch and bacteriology.
· Prevention & Treatment:
· Development of anaesthetics (James Simpson and chloroform) and antiseptics (Joseph Lister and carbolic acid).
· Development of vaccination (Edward Jenner and Smallpox).
· Public Health Acts of 1848 and 1875.
· Care & Key Figures:
· Florence Nightingale: Improvements in hospital design, sanitation, and nursing training.
· Case Study: Fighting Cholera in London (1854)  John Snow and the Broad Street pump.
4. Modern Britain (c1900-present)
· Ideas about Cause: Genetics, DNA (Watson and Crick), lifestyle factors (smoking, diet, alcohol).
· Prevention & Treatment:
· Magic bullets (Ehrlich & Salvarsan 606, Domagk & Prontosil).
· Development of Penicillin (Fleming, Florey, and Chain).
· High-tech treatments: radiotherapy, dialysis, organ transplants, prosthetic limbs.
· Government prevention campaigns (vaccination drives, anti-smoking laws).
· Care: Establishment of the NHS (1948) and access to free healthcare; modern hospitals.
· Case Study: The fight against lung cancer (diagnosis, prevention, treatment).






2. Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88
(Paper 2: Period Study)
Key Topic 1: Queen, Government and Religion, 1558-69
· Elizabeth-s Accession: The situation in 1558, Elizabeth's character and legitimacy, problems facing the queen (gender, debt, foreign threats).
· The Religious Settlement (1559): Act of Supremacy, Act of Uniformity, Royal Injunctions, and the role of the Church of England.
· Challenges to the Settlement: Puritan opposition, Catholic threats (at home and abroad).
· Mary, Queen of Scots: Her claim to the English throne, arrival in England (1568), and her threat to Elizabeth.
Key Topic 2: Challenges to Elizabeth at Home and Abroad, 1569-88
· Plots and Rebellions:
· Revolt of the Northern Earls (1569)
· Ridolfi Plot (1571)
· Throckmorton Plot (1583)
· Babington Plot (1586) and the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots (1587)
· Role of Walsingham and his spy network.
· Foreign Relations & War with Spain:
· Political and religious rivalry with Spain; Netherlands intervention (1585-88).
· Commercial rivalry and privateering (Francis Drake).
· The Spanish Armada (1588): Reasons for Philip II’s attack, Spanish plan vs. English tactics, key events, and reasons for English victory (weather, ship design, fireships, Spanish mistakes).
Key Topic 3: Elizabethan Society in the Age of Exploration, 1558-88
· Education and Leisure: Expansion of schooling (grammar schools), leisure activities for rich and poor, rise of Elizabethan theatre.
· Poverty and Vagabondage: Causes of rising poverty (population growth, enclosure, rack-renting, bad harvests), attitudes toward the poor, distinction between deserving and undeserving poor, Poor Laws.
· Exploration and Voyages:
· Factors driving exploration (trade, technology, adventure).
· Drake-s Circumnavigation of the globe (1577-80).
· Walter Raleigh and the attempted colonization of Virginia (Roanoke). Reasons for failure.
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