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Mr Gould, Miss Islam, Miss Javed, Miss Rahman, Miss Ellahi, Miss Sultana and Mr Malik

‘The first step in knowledge is to listen, then
to be quiet and attentive, then to preserve it,
then to put it into practice and then to spread

it’ Sufyan ibn Uyaynah

Education is the passport to the
future...

It has been absolutely fantastic returning to school
for a complete half-term and it has been one of
excitement as the world returns to ‘normalality’ and
also one of complete determination. All of our pupils
and our staff are dedicated to ensuring pupils are
back in school, are accessing learning that allows
pupils to make good progress.

It has been a very productive term and | would like to
share some highlights with you, but please do ask
your son or daughter to provide you with further
details. We have many success stories to share and
good news items to celebrate together.

A few headlines include:

* A celebration of the Sikh new year— Vaisakhi in
assembly.

* Justice Week and the Big Legal Lesson to help
pupils understand more about the legal
system, their rights and the world they are
part.

* Lessons on Holi- the colourful Hindu festival of
spring, life and love.

* Understanding through assembly that Shavout
marks the time when Jews received the Torah
on Mount Sinai.

Wednesday 26th May 2021

* Royal Mail stamp competition.

* Precious Lives workshop delivered on knife
crime and safety by the West Midlands Police.

Pupils understand how hard teaching staff are
working to provide engaging, exciting and enjoyable
learning experiences. We are delighted with the 100%
effort our pupils are putting into these hands-on
activities and are very pleased with the outcomes
being produced.

Finally, | just want to put out an impassioned plea to
you to continue reading both with and to your child.
It has been proven that reading and hearing print-text
for twenty minutes a day greatly enhances your
child’s attainment and chances of future academic
success. Sharing a book together is a fantastic way to
spend time with each other and has huge benefits for
your child. We thank you for your on-going support
with achieving this aim for all of our children.

Mr Malik

Director of Learning—Y5&6

Website:
www.waverley.bham.sch.uk

Phone: Email:
0121 566 6600

enquiry@waverley.bham.sc.uk
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There's no time like the present and no substitute for being ‘V’V’.'

present!
School Target 97% Primary Phase Start Times
Summer 1 )
Primary Phase Attendance Reception and Year 6 8.30 am
90%
Key Stage 2 Winning 6l Year 1 and Year 2 8.35am
Attendance |
6A Attendance 86.1% Year 3 and Year 4 8.40 am
6B Attendance 87.9%
6C Attendance Year 5 8.45 am

Attendance during Autumn 1 for the whole of the Primary Phase was 90%. Attendance during Autumn 2 rose slightly to
94.8% but then dipped to under 90% during Spring 2. This half term, attendance for the whole of the Primary Phase was
90%. We are on the way to getting our attendance to where it needs to be— but are not there yet!

Attendance for each pupil should be a minimum of 97%. Anything less that this is not at the school target and needs to
be improved, to do this we need all families on board and all pupils in lessons learning. At the start of the year,
expectations were shared and all pupils and parents are aware that attending school daily is a requirement.

The attendance target for each pupil is more important now than ever. With months of learning lost due to COVID-19,
pupils are working hard to meet the age related expectations for their year group and missing even a day puts each child
behind. Each day new learning is shared with pupils. Every day that your child misses from school results in them missing
out on education and essentially falling behind. It is every parent and carers responsibility to ensure that all pupils are in
school, every day and on time.

Please take note of the start times for all pupils. The time listed is the time that the register is taken and that learning
begins. Any pupil not in school when the register is taken is marked as late (L), which is recorded on the register and
negatively impacts on your child’s attendance percentage.

The school has a dedicated absence line and if your child is absent for any reason please call on 0121 566 6600, using
the pupil absence line and leave a message. Medical and dental appointments should be arranged outside of the school
day to ensure that pupils are in school and are learning. If however, an appointment can only be obtained at a certain
time, for example hospital appointments, an appointment card must be presented to authorise your child’s
appointment.

All Year 6 pupils should be in school and seated for 8.30 am. The register is taken at this time. Any pupil not in school at
this time are marked late, which is recorded on the register and negatively impacts on your child’s attendance
percentage. Primary doors and gates open 5 minutes before the official start time ready for registration. This allows
pupils enough time to get to their class, take off their coat and bag and be sat at their desk ready for learning to

commence at 8.30 am.
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Traftic Light Letters VWW

Although traffic letters are provided termly, we would like to share these with our families at the end of this half-term as

well so that you are kept informed about your child’s attendance.

The third national lockdown has not impacted on your son/ daughter’s attendance. Pupils who were supposed to attend
school during this period, were informed and know about this. The attendance figures take into account punctuality as
regular lateness impacts significantly on pupils’ learning. Were you aware that being late on a daily basis leads to days

worth of lost teaching time?

Late minutes per day during the school year Equivalent to lost teaching time per year
5 minutes 3.4 days
10 minutes 6.9 days
15 minutes 10.3 days
20 minutes 13.8 days
30 minutes 20.7 days

The traffic light colour coded letter contains invaluable information and should be a source of celebration for parents and
pupils.

The colour of the letter received will indicate your son or daughter’s level of attendance from the start of the academic

year until the end of Summer 1.

This is perfect attendance and a fantastic achievement for parents and pupils!

reen letter: 97% attendance and above.

This gives the children the best chances of success. This is good attendance.

Amber letter: attendance below 37%.

\ / This is a cause for concern and there needs to be an improvement. Attendance will be monitored and
meetings maybe scheduled to discuss ways to improve attendance and provide support.

Red letter: attendance below 30%.

This is poor attendance with serious concern. Persistent absence can have a huge impact on
children’s learning. Meetings will be arranged with parents or carers to discuss ways to improve
attendance and provide support. An improvement in attendance is essential.

We really appreciate your support in making sure pupils are at school, enjoying learning every day. As we move towards
the second half-term for this school year, it is essential that all pupils come to school, on time, every day and are ready
to learn.
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‘Set your target and keep trying until you reach it.’

Napoleon Hill

Curriculum Targets

To ensure all our pupils achieve the best possible outcomes, pupils are set and made aware of their
curriculum targets each half-term. In doing so, pupils remain on track according to their flight-path
to make expected or better than expected progress by the end of KS2. Setting curriculum targets

allows pupils to take ownership of their learning and for teaching to be tailored to the needs of the

pupils.

At the beginning of each half-term, attainment targets 0‘
are set for all pupils in Reading, Writing and My Summer 1 Mathematics Targets
Mathematics. Attainment targets are set based on Pupil name: NS Class: 68 Date: 19.4.21
prior attainment using on entry to EYFS data, at the — T AINEEy 7 s [ 11ie]
end of either EYFS or Key Stage 1 and pupil o commare nombers Wi forgets

. up to three decimal
achievement. © N

. . . To use negative numbers

Teachers assess pupils against statutory requirements -1 context and probiem

solving challenges

of the National Curriculum in all subjects through correctly.

To solve problems
Q. involving shape and scale
factors.

Target Tracker. Attainment in Reading, Writing and

Mathematics is measured against age-related

expectations set out in the statutory requirements of ( How I will meet these targets (success criterla):
Use my Maths basket to support my work, especially place value grids.
the Nat]onal Curriculum_ Use my CGE0 Maths books at home to revise my areas of development —

decimals, positive/nagative numbers 2nd shape.
Practice by working through CGP Maths packs at home and during the half-

Teachers use key performance indicators (KPls) based term holidays.

|, Completa My Maths tasks assigned to me regularly.
\-.

.-/.

on these statements to make an assessment of

Pupil sign: NA Teacher sign: Mr. Malik

whether a pupil is on track to meet the expected Learning through Diversity

standard by the end of the key stage. Teachers assess
during and after every lesson. This short-term formative assessment informs future planning and
ensures that assessment is being used to enhance learning.

You will find more information related to curriculum targets by clicking on the following link https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8JROERDzQOY which will take you to a video explaining rationale,

expectations and how you can support your child at home in more detail.

In all other subjects, pupils will be regularly assessed against key skills and knowledge linked to the
age-related expectations set out by the National Curriculum. Senior leaders evaluate the standards
in their phase and they review and implement subject development priorities.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8JR0ERDzOY
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‘Creativity is contagious, pass it on...” Albert Einstein

science Fiction through Writing

During the first Summer half-term, Year 6 have studied Science Fiction in English lessons. Year 6’s learning challenge was to
identify the language and structural features of Science Fiction and include this in their writing. Over the
Frankenstein past couple of weeks, Mary Shelley’s text, Frankenstein, has facilitated learning and acted as the vehicle
MARY SHELLEY to drive learning forwards for this unit. Pupils have completed many outstanding writing activities, one of
which included writing a letter to Victor Frankenstein.

Pupils have completed diary entries, balanced arguments and newspaper articles whilst reporting on
elements of Science Fiction, developing their vocabulary and language throughout. Year 6 pupils have
planned, drafted and edited their own Science Fiction narrative featuring a vivid description of their
Science Fiction element. To enrich learning of Science Fiction, pupils have explored other texts related to
this topic. This has allowed pupils to learn more about Science Fiction and has provided additional
exposure to interesting and ambitious vocabulary.

Letter to Victor Frankenstein

By AM in class 6A...

Dear Professor,
I am writing to tell you about what my opinions are on how you have created me.

First of all, | am deeply offended at how you have developed my skin, a revolting yellow and a
sickening green, desired by no sane person. You have made me look like a ghastly beast or
worse, a monster! How can you call me your greatest creation? | was burning with rage when |
looked at myself in the mirror. | am also disgusted at the amount of wrinkles | have on my face. |
feel neglected even before | had the chance to learn anything? Why is it that | have to seek help
from strangers (who probably despise my appearance) and ask them to teach me to read, to
write and even to speak properly? Where have you cowardly disappeared to and why have you
abandoned your so called “greatest creation”?

Despite the obscenity of my skin, there are some features that | admire and find comfort in.; my jet black hair and glistening
white teeth. I’'m clutching at straws! Despite this, | still loathe the fact that you have not given me a name; | am commonly
called “The Monster” by locals and anyone who sees me, which makes my blood boil and emotions explode like a volcano!

Either YOU visit me to give me an explanation or the consequences will be dire.
Yours furiously,

“The Monster”

|s human cloning ethical?

Introduction to balanced argument written by Al in Class 6B...

For centuries, much scientific advancement like human cloning only existed in the great minds of authors! However, in today’s world
it seems as though humanity’s fascination with Science and the unknown can be brought into reality. In addition to this, the infa-
mous story of Frankenstein discusses bringing life into the world; not only is this possible now but it has already happened. Followers
of this subject have argued that ethics have delayed the human race for too long. On the other hand, opponents of human cloning
believe it is unethical and defies the law of nature. Could this be the biggest debate; ethics or technological progress for mankind?

Website: Phone: Email:
www.waverley.bham.sch.uk 0121 566 6600 enquiry@waverley.bham.sc.uk
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‘The ability to solve problems is at the heart of mathematics.” The Cockcroft Report

Mathematics

Reasoning and problem solving are widely under-
stood to be one of the most important activities in
school mathematics. As a result, pupils are regu-
larly challenged through reasoning and problem
solving in Maths lessons to help them prepare for
key assessments and most importantly, the real
world.

It enables children to understand and appreciate
relationships and patterns in both number and
space in their everyday lives.

This half-term children have been learning about
fractions, decimals and percentages as well as rati-
os and algebra. Children have developed strong
fluency skills, which they have been able to apply
to reasoning and problem solving challenges.
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MyMaths, a fully interactive online mathematics
learning tool for children is used by teachers to
support mathematics

@ MyMathst learning both in class and

at home. Children are set

homework on MyMaths and are encouraged to
access it regularly at home to support areas of
mathematical learning. Please ensure you child
is accessing MyMaths regularly. If you require

login details, please speak to your child’s class
teacher.
Website: Phone: Email:

www.waverley.bham.sch.uk

0121 566 6600

enquiry@waverley.bham.sc.uk
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Celebration, celebration, celebration!

Year 6 have enjoyed celebrating the Sikh festival 'Vaisakhi' and
Islamic festival ‘Eid’. To finish the term, children have explored
‘Shavuot’, the Jewish festival. Children have learnt about these
festival during Religious Education lessons, where they have
completed many fun and engaging activities. Of fascination to
everybody was the virtual tour of the Sikh Gurudwara in Dubai.

Special Lid Lunch

discussed by the children. Children value that learning through YWonday 17* ¥Day 2021
diversity allows for more connections between one another, Chicken Jali, Pilau Pice 8- Noan Bread

bringing people closer together and developing creativity. ..

“Vegetable Samosas S~ Jhajis, with mint
On Monday 17th May, pupils across the Primary phase Sauce &~ YWixed Salad

Connections between these faiths have been articulately

celebrated Eid through a very special lunch and parties in the AR

afternoon. All pupils and staff really enjoyed themselves - some
were even danclng! Strawberry/Vanilla Jee eream

—
Stamp competition p’wmf! I

This term, Year 6 pupils have taken part in the Royal Mail's Heroes Stamp Design Competition. The
theme for the competition is about 'Honouring the heroes of the coronavirus pandemic...on stamps'.

This was a brilliant opportunity for our pupils to truly showcase their skills! We have encouraged
pupils to be as creative as possible and competitive too! The entries are now going to be sent to
Royal Mail. Fingers crossed!

O OS, UL oxp hoxa
bacons=% o VWAS

- HEOES ¢

STAMP DESIGN
COMPETITION

Sittingbourne,
MES BLT

Website: Phone: Email:
www.waverley.bham.sch.uk 0121 566 6600 enquiry@waverley.bham.sc.uk
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English Summer Z

Next half-term, Year 6 will continue to focus on identifying and discussing the
features of poetry, fiction and non-fiction texts. We will be focusing on Alfred
Noyes poem ‘The Highwayman’. Children will analyse the features of a poem, be
actively involved in drama such as hot seating and freeze frames and create their
own poemes. Later in the term, the focus will move to fiction texts, focusing on The
Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkein. Using this text as a guide, children will write their own
adventure story.

The .
(@
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Maths Summer Z

After half term, Year 6 will continue to focus their learning on core elements of the curriculum. Most
notably, pupils will explore measurement where they will be converting between different units of
metric measure, calculating the area of parallelograms and triangles. In addition, pupils will
calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids and solve problems involving the
calculation and conversion of units of measure. We will then move on to geometry with a focus on
shapes. Children will recognise, describe and build simple 3D shapes, compare and classify geometric
shapes based on their properties and sizes, find unknown
angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and regular
polygons and illustrate and name parts of circles whilst
identifying that the diameter is twice the radius.
Furthermore, pupils will learn about translation and look
to work out how to translate shapes on a coordinate
plane. Just before the end of year assessments, pupils will
have the opportunity to revisit statistics.

Half-term holiday homework

To help with preparation for the exams in June, Year 6
ﬁ%’t m children will be provided with CGP packs for Maths,

Reading and SPaG. In the CGP packs, children will have

practice papers with mark schemes to complete over the

CJUST DO )/OUR BE8T| half-term holidays. It is recommended that children
A complete each paper with the timings suggested at the

front of each practice paper.

Website: Phone: Email:
www.waverley.bham.sch.uk 0121 566 6600 enquiry@waverley.bham.sc.uk
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ARTIST  Arts Fortnight

Prepare for fun and to unleash your creativity!

In Year 6, pupils have a fantastic Summer 2 half-term to
look forward to. There will be 2 full weeks of amazing art
lessons, where the pupils can unlock their imaginations.

In the first week, pupils will be exploring art with a
message, looking at the famous ‘Guernica’ by Picasso and
the confronting works of Kathe Kollwitz and through the
mediums of graffiti, drawing, painting and sculpture, pupils
will create their own artworks that speak to the viewer.

After this, pupils will develop their photography skills and
study artistic concepts in a new context, looking at:
composition, colour, light, abstract images and underlying
messages.

Dates for your Diary...

First day of Summer 2 half-
term—Monday 7th June

Assessment Week—Monday
14th June to Friday 18th June

Arts Fortnight—Monday 21st
June to Friday 2nd June

Culture/Diversity Day—
Wednesday 30th June

Y6 Sports Day—Tuesday 7th
July at 9am

Year 6 Transition Day —
Wednesday 7th July

Parents’ Evening— Tuesday
13th July

Website: Phone:
www.waverley.bham.sch.uk 0121 566 6600

Email:
enquiry@waverley.bham.sc.uk
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